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About PEAK Financial Group

Founded in 1992, PEAK Financial Group,
Canada’s premier independent full
service dealer, has an unrivalled
reputation in the financial services
industry and provides its expertise to a
network of over 1,300 independent
financial Advisors and registered
professionals, well established in wealth
management, mutual funds, securities,
insurance and financial planning.

PEAK Financial Group has over $!7
billion in assets under administration and
an enviable life insurance portfolio. PEAK
Financial Group is comprised of 4
member companies - PEAK Investment
Services Inc., PEAK Financial Services
Inc., PEAK Securities Inc. and PEAK
Insurance Services Inc. - and 1 division -
PEAK Private Wealth.

Thanks to the shared values of integrity,
independence, and innovation within
PEAK Financial Group, PEAK and its
network of independent financial Advisors
have earned the trust of over 135,000
investors, from coast to coast.

About Customplan Financial
Advisors

Founded in 1997, by James Hindley,
Larry Barakett and Boris Ozbalt, HBO
Financial Services has established itself
as a boutique Managing General Agency,
catering to a group of 40 successful
advisors working predominantly in the
high net worth markets in Quebec,
Ontario and Nova Scotia.

HBO traces its roots back to 1984 as a
single company MGA with Aetna, then
evolving into one of the first Equinox
Financial Group marketing centres in
Quebec, and finally in 2007 was a
founding partner in AgenZ Group.

Information

Caroline Combes

Director, Marketing & Communications
Tel : 514-844-6911 x 2280
peakcommunication@peakgroup.com

PRESS RELEASE

Montreal (Quebec), February 18, 2015

HBO Financial Services joins PEAK Financial Group

PEAK Financial Group is continuing to expand, strengthening its insurance of persons
sector. HBO Financial Services joins forces with PEAK Insurance Services, PEAKOs
insurance dealer created 17 years ago. Two years following the transaction with
Customplan Financial Advisors Inc. and five years after the Promutuel Capital acquisition,
this expansion reflects PEAKOs ambitions to continue developing one of the largest
multidisciplinary and fully independent financial groups in the country. With a well-
established network of more than 1,300 financial Advisors and professionals, PEAK is
proudly asserting its desire to be the premier business partner of independent financial
Advisors in Canada with its unique and very specialized offering in insurance, wealth
management, mutual funds, securities and financial planning.

Concluding this transaction after a solid eight-year partnership, PEAK and HBO will be
significantly strengthening their positions in the MGA market. PEAK Insurance Services is
a leading national insurance of persons distributor, providing access to more than 20
insurance companies and business development services to Advisors in six offices across
Canada.

OWe are delighted that HBO has joined us. This transaction is undeniable proof of our
growth in the insurance sector and our favourable positioning,O said Robert Frances,
President and CEO of PEAK Financial Group. OWe are also proud to welcome Boris
Ozbalt, President and CEO of HBO Financial Services, to our management team as
Director of Business Development in our PEAK Insurance Services Division. He will be
playing a key role with our business partners as well as in the growth of the network. Boris
has more than 30 years of experience in the Canadian financial services industry, more
specifically in living benefits . He holds a Bachelor of Commerce from McGill University,
several specializations and is a guest lecturer at the McGill University Desautels Faculty of
Management. His experience and education will both contribute to our companyQOs
success,O he added.

Ol have known Robert Frances for over 15 years and have developed a deep
understanding of his integrity and professionalism, especially over the last 8 years in our
partnership. We built HBO on the same principles and strongly believe that our AdvisorsO
practices will benefit greatly from the continuity of this vision with PEAK Financial Group.
The landscape in the financial services marketplace, and more specifically insurance
distribution, is changing rapidly and this transaction will best prepare our Advisors on a go-
forward basis,O said Boris Ozbalt, President and CEO of HBO Financial Services.



